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should train themselves to write with the left hand too. Everyone
who does so will discover in the course of time the value of this
ability. Besides writing, it is useful to learn to do other things
too with the left hand. Most of us have come across many persons
who cannot even manage to eat with the left hand when the
right hand has become unserviceable for some reason. I hope
that this note will make no one go crazy about using the left
hand. My only purpose in writing it is to advise people to keep
the left hand in practice as much as they can in the ordinary course.
It may be worth while for teachers to follow this suggestion and
train children in this manner,
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-7-1925

247.   WHEN CAN WE RISE ?

A public worker writes;1

I have omitted here the details about Indian States given by
the correspondent.

Faith cannot be a gift from anyone and, therefore, "Sevak"2
must himself acquire or feel the faith which he wants. I can,
however, explain the flaw in his thinking. What a society deserves
by way of reward and punishment for its actions is determined
by the sum total of its activities. Moreover, we have been using
the term "swaraj" in a restricted sense. It means the transfer
of the reins of government from the hands of the British rulers into
our hands. In this ,connectidn, we should compare the deserts
of the two [the British and the Indian people] on the basis of
their social and political ethics. Social morality will include such
virtues as our capacity for organization, fearlessness in social life,
and so on. When our people have these virtues we shall be able
to secure the reins of government in our hands. Moreover, at
present swaraj means the freedom of British India only. No
doubt freedom will have the profoundest effect on Indian States,
but their problem will remain a separate one and will in all pro-
bability solve itself when British India has won its freedom, How-

letter is not translated here.   The correspondent had described
-the evils prevalent in the country and asked how, in view of those evils, they
expect .the country to prosper.
3 Qorcespondent's p^e^do^ym; literally, servant